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humanity. When execution does take place, it is always by
beheading; nor is indeed any other mode of putting to death
customary in Arabia. Stripes, however, are not uncommon,
though administered on the broad back, not on the sole of the
foot They are the common chastisement for minor offences,
like stealing, cursing, or quarrelling; in this last case both
parties usually come in for their share.

With his numerous retainers he is almost over-indulgent, and
readily pardons a mistake or a negligence ; falsehood alone he
never forgives; and it is notorious that whoever has once lied
to Telal must give up all hopes of future favour.

In private life he relaxes much of his official gravity; laughs,
jokes, chats, enjoys poetry and tales, and smokes, but only in
presence of his more intimate friends. He has three wives,
taken each and all, it would seem, from some political motive.
One is the daughter of Feysul, the Wahhabee monarch, a
second belongs to a noble family of Ha'yel, a third is from
among his kinswomen of the tribe of Dja'afar; thus in a way
conciliating three different interests, but uniting them in one
household. He has three sons: the eldest named Bedr, a clever
and handsome lad of twelve or thereabouts; the second, Bander;
the third is 'Abd-Allah, a very pretty and intelligent child of
five or six. He has some daughters, too, but I do not know
their number, for here, as elsewhere in the East, they are looked
on as something rather to be ashamed of than otherwise, and
accordingly are never mentioned.

Such is Telal. His reign has now lasted nearly twenty years,
and hitherto with unvaried and well-deserved prosperity. He
has gone far to civilize the most barbarous third of the Arabian
continent, and has established law and security where they had
been unknown for ages past We shall now see him in a more-
intimate and personal point of view.

'Abd-el-Mahsin stayed with us awhile, and then left us, saying
that the public audience of the day was drawing nigh, and that
his attendance there would be expected; for ourselves we were
to be admitted immediately afterwards to a private interview.
Meanwhile we may reasonably conjecture that he went to tell
Telal of his own espionage, and conjectures regarding the Syrian
adventurers.

The sun was now tolerably high in heaven ; but as the long